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FASLTA
would like to thank the following companies and
groups for supporting our 2012 conference:

Sign Media Inc.
Silver Sponsor - SMI Open Mike / Literary Society

Florida Association of the Deaf (FAD)
Florida Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (FRID)
Mike Tuccelli (Silent Weekend)

Cords & efc i Loaure
LM m?q d d O Prvacdunte

FASLTA
Board of'Directors (2011-2012)

Alysse Rasmussen - President

Reinaldo J. Vega - Vice President
Lori Cimino - Treasurer
Cheryl Zuckerman - Secretary/Past President
Shawn Olmstead - News / Editor
Jer Loudenback - Director
JoyAnn DiGiovanni - Director
Marika Robinson - Director & 2012 Conference Chairperson
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Workshop Abstracts

Ice Breakers & Getting To Know You & “Show & Tell”

A brief guided activity for Ice Breakers you can use in your ASL classroom. “Show & Tell” is a
“share-shop”. Bring an activity you use in your ASL classroom and prepare to
explain/demonstrate it. The more we share, the more we have to use!

Flagler College’s ASL/Sign Language Studies Programs

Sharing the background of Flagler College's ASL/Sign Language Studies Programs.
Presentation covering the history, how the program evolved, and how we use the Sign
Language Lab. Will have open floor for questions and sharing.

Values and Norms of the Deaf Culture

Most ASL instructors tend to teach the hearing students about how to get attention, exchange
names, and talking turns strategy. That is it - very little information from the textbooks.
Hearing students do not have the vision to see how we Deaf people behave by the values and
norms of social interaction. This presentation will explain the examples of values and norms to
the instructors to help them to have a better vision and explain more depth to the students to
see the action in the Deaf community to appreciate and respect the Deaf Culture.

Critical Pedagogy in American Sign Language Instruction

Given the notion that developing proficiency with American Sign Language is an evolutionary
process requiring years of refinement, a logical beginning for teachers of ASL students is to
infuse course objectives, curricula and methodology with direct experience in developing
critical thinking skills and essential characteristics that are central to language processing and
acquisition. Often sign language students upon completion of beginning, intermediate and
advanced ASL then decide that interpreting is a field of interest; however, a readiness-to-work
gap is a concern because many students lack sufficient linguistic development. Exposure to and
practice with various structures in American Sign Language should begin with developing the
higher level skills of motivation, assertiveness, multi-tasking, rapid information-processing
ability and confidence. This presentation will focus upon developing elements of thought in
students who begin the journey with ASL. The discussion will center upon how instructors can
facilitate the development of traits and skills in students that will allow them to assimilate into
the culture of the Deaf, take responsibility for their education, develop adequate working
memory and learn to process languages efficiently.

Simulations: An Effective Strategy to Get Students to Use the Language

Workshop will focus on the purpose of target language simulations and how they maximize
student target language output. Participants will engage in a series of different simulations
designed to make teachers comfortable adding the strategy to their teaching toolbox, including
a "how to develop a simulation” exercise.

ASL: YOUR AREA ASL INFORMATION HAS WHAT?

ENGLISH: What ASL Resources in your area?

1. Intro the topic of "Sharing the ASL Resources in their areas”

2. Grouping of the attendants in five major areas: Orlando, Jacksonville/St. Augustine,
Tallassee, Tampa Bay area, Southern Florida.
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3. Checklist of resources to see if they have those subjects.
4. Questions will be given for their food for thought.
Goal: Set up networking among teachers in their respective areas.

What is Deaf Community? What is the core of the Deaf Culture and the Deaf Community?
Hearing students have no vision to locate the Deaf community to interact by see them basically
there is an invisible boundary line among hearing people and deaf people to become a member
of the Deaf Community and it core of the Deaf culture for Deaf people only. I will lecture to help
the instructors how to explain to the students to understand the lines of boundaries in action
to become a member of the Deaf Community as a result.

ASLTA Certification “Exposed”

A very quick review of the three certification levels and requirements will be done before
discussing the paperwork required or recommended for evidence of meeting the professional
development hours and years of teaching experience.

Precsenter Biosg

Glenna Ashton -

Glenna R. Ashton now teaches ASL, Interpreter Training, and Deaf Education at Valdosta State
University in south Georgia. She has taught Deaf, hard of hearing, and hearing adult and K- 12
students in a wide variety of settings for over 25 years. She has mentored and evaluated teachers
and interpreters through various professional organizations. Glenna has a B.S. in Deaf Education
from Penn State U., a M.A. in Counseling with the Deaf from Gallaudet U., and an Ed.S. in
Administration and Supervision from Nova U. Current certifications include the RID RSC, ASLTA
Professional, and Florida teacher certification in Deaf Education, Administration, and ESOL. She was
president of FASLTA (Florida ASLTA) for ten years. She has presented workshops on the ASLTA
certification evaluation procedures, K-12 pedagogy, Deaf culture & history, ASL linguistics, and ASL
to English interpreting skills. She is continuing in her doctoral program at Union Institute &
University.

Beth Carlson -

Beth graduated from the University of South Florida with a Master of Science degree in
Communication Sciences and became an itinerant teacher for Pinellas County Schools, and a state
screened educational (EIE) and free-lance (QA) interpreter. She became an adjunct instructor at
Saint Petersburg College teaching English and reading to deaf students and teaching American Sign
Language. In 2004, she received her doctorate in an interdisciplinary program in Second Language
Acquisition/Instructional Technology from the University of South Florida. Beth currently holds an
ASLTA Qualified Level. Her scholarly interests include second language learning, writing, and sign
language linguistics.

Barbara Chaves -

Teaches at Hagerty HS in the Seminole County Public School system. She holds NIC Advanced
certification from RID, QA il from FRID, and a Certificate of Interpreter Training. She has also
received her Florida DOE endorsement for teaching ASL. Barbara has earned a BS degree in
Psychology and a BS in Elementary Education. This is Barbara’s 14" year of teaching ASL.
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Bo Clements -

Teaches American Sign Language at the University of South Florida for over 14 years. He earned his
B.A. degree in Studio Art and Advertising Design in 1991 from Gallaudet University. In 1994, he
earned a Masters degree in Art Education and Arts Administration from the Florida State
University. Bo has worked at Georgia Perimeter College where he taught ASL and Deaf Culture in
the Interpreter Training Program, and at the Very Special Arts of Georgia - Special Audiences and
Stagehands, Inc. , where he coordinated interpreters for the visual and performing arts in Georgia.
Bo was on the board of directors for the Georgia Registry of the Interpreters Inc. Since 1997 to
now, Bo teaches ASL levels 1-4 including a course in American Deaf Culture. Bo has ASLTA ~
Qualified certification and SCPI Superior Level as an Interviewer and a rater. Bo also gives
workshops which focus on Deaf Sensitivity and Needs to the local government such as the Police,
Firefighters, and Health Care. Bo is a member of ASLTA, FASLTA, GUAA, FSUAA, and Delta Sigma Phi
Alumni Association and he is the president of the Atlanta Speech School Alumni Association.

Jer Loudenback - \\) ) Oud< v\\O acxX Q Lla t\% lﬁf R 5’{/\;\

Jer L. Loudenback is a native ASL user from Washington State. He has been teaching ASL over 25
years. He has been teaching in Adult Education classes, Community Colleges, High School, College,
and University. He also teaches Deaf Education for seven years. He is presently working at Flagler
College in St. Augustine, Florida as ASL adjunct teacher and ASL Lab Coordinator. You may
remember him as Dennis Bravo in the Bravo family videos.

Shawn Olmstead -

Teaches at Winter Springs HS in the Seminole County Public School system. She holds ASLTA
Professional level certification, and has also received her Florida DOE endorsement for teaching
ASL. She has an AA in Interpreting for the Deaf and a BS in Exceptional Education. This is Shawn’s
13" year of teaching ASL.

Marika Robinson -

Marika holds a bachelor’s degree in interpreting from the University of South Florida, and a
master’s degree in teacher from Grand Canyon University. She serves as an ASL adjunct instructor,
tutor, and lab assistant for the St. Petersburg College Sign Language Interpretation Program in
Clearwater, Florida. Born in Czechoslovakia, Marika and her Deaf sister attended Deaf schools in
PreSov and Bratislava. She also co-founded a Deaf club in Michalovce, Slovakia. Moving to the
United States in 1996, she became a U.S. citizen in 2003. ASLTA-certified at the professional level,
Marika is fluent in nine languages: Slovak Sign Language (native), Slovak, Czech Sign Language
(native), Czech, Hungarian Sign Language, Ukrainian Sign Language, Austrian Sign Language,
American Sign Language (primary), and English.

Jason E. Zinza

Jason E. Zinza, native ASL user, curriculum developer, national ASL standards developer, consultant
to districts, colleges, and state departments of education regarding ASL instruction, pedagogy, and
assessment. Taught high school ASL for 12 years, college ASL courses (ASL I, II, Ill) for 9 years, and
now teaches at the University of Maryland's teacher-education program, focusing on methodology,
teaching praxis, and second language learning theory. Awarded the T.J. O'Rourke Memorial Award
for excellence in ASL teacher training by ASLTA in 2007.
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Vendors Set up

Registration Opens

Welcome (housekeeping & vendor recognition)

Keynote

Heavy hors d’oeurves (food) Social

Ice-Breakers & Getting to Know You Workshop (Olmstead & Chaves)
Cash bar and fruit & cheese/crackers

Doors open for performance ($10 for non-attendees - fundraiser)

Performance: Keith Wann (PG)

Flagler College’s ASL/Sign Language Studies Program (Loudenback)

Show & Tell: You Can’t Get In Without A Toy (Rasmussen)(“share-shop”
Bring an activity you use in your classroom and demonstrate how to
use it. Go home with copies of other people’s activities, too.)
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7:00am
8:30am
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9:20am
9:30am
10:30am
11:00am
12:00pm

1:30pm
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Breakfast at the Hotel (registered hotel guests)

Registration continues

Welcome Chousekeeping & vendor recognition, Raffle)

Vendor Drawing & Art

break

Values & Norms of the Deaf Culture (Clements)

break (food & vendors)

Critical Pedagogy for ASL Instruction (Robinson & Carlson)

FASLTA Lunch & Annual Business Meeting

Simulations: An Effective Strategy to Get Students to Use the Language
(Zinza) (3 hrs with 2 15-minute breaks)

Dinner on your own

FASLTA Board Meeting

Doors open for performance ($5 for non-attendees - fundraiser)

SMI Literary Society with Betti Bonni & Paul Jones

Social Time .. meet other teachers, do more Show & Tell Chang out!)

Vendors close
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8:30am
9:00am

10:00am
10:20am

11:20am
11:30am
12:00pm

1:00pm

Breakfast at the Hotel (registered hotel guests)

Welcome Chousekeeping & vendor recognition, Raffle)

ASL: YOUR AREA ASL INFORMATION HAVE WHAT?

ENGLISH: What ASL Resources are in your area? (Loudenback)
break

What is Deaf Community? What is the core of the Deaf Culture and the
Deaf Community? (Clements)

break

ASLTA Certification “Exposed” - What papers to keep? (Ashton)

Wrap-up & ASLTA Clock Hours / RID CEUs

FASLTA Board Meeting - if needed





